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EVALUATION:   TEMPLATE  
 
Name:  

Class Year: 
 Major: 

Eval #:     
 Eval ID:    
 Time Entered:    
 IP Address:   
 UID:    
 Username: 
 
 
So that we can improve our courses and our teaching, we solicit feedback from you, the student. Below, 
please provide your comments and suggestions so that we know more about your experience with this 
course. You need not limit your comments to your responses for the questions below; you may make 
further comments at the end of each part of the questionnaire.  
 
These forms will be used to evaluate Professor Alvarado. This is why we ask you to enter your name; 
senior members of the Department, administrative staff, the Dean of the Faculty, the President, and the 
Committee of Six will see your name on the evaluation. However, your name will be removed from the 
copy given to Professor Alvarado.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration in answering these questions. This feedback is very 
important to the professor as well as to the development of our courses, and your effort is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
From Professor Alvarado: 
 

Please take the time to complete this evaluation! Your comments will be carefully considered by 
both myself and the college to assess my teaching.  I appreciate constructive comments toward 
improving the course and my teaching in general.  When answering the questions, please 
consider the different aspects of the course, for example, the text, lectures, homework, 
worksheets, exams and in-class activities.  It is important that we hear from everyone in the 
course to get a complete view of whether every student’s learning objectives are being met. 
Please use these evaluations as an opportunity to reflect on the course and let us know what 
worked well and what could be improved.  Thank you! 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Use the TAB key or your mouse to move between questions; the Enter / Return 
key will submit the webform. 
 
 
TEACHING:  Please comment on Professor Alvarado as a teacher. 
 
1. Did Professor Alvarado create an atmosphere that kept you engaged in the course content and 
motivated you to succeed? Please comment on your response. 
 
2. Did Professor Alvarado present the material in a well-organized and clear manner? Please comment on 
your response. 
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3. Did Professor Alvarado encourage students to make comments/ask questions during lecture? Please 
comment on your response. 
 
4. Was Professor Alvarado accessible outside of lectures (in-person, electronically, or both)? If you 
utilized office hours, did you find them helpful? 
 
5. What are some aspects of Professor Alvarado's teaching that you most enjoyed and felt were 
particularly effective for your learning in this course? 
 
6. Do you feel that there are any changes Professor Alvarado can make in his teaching to help better 
facilitate student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 
7. If you have any other comments on Professor Alvarado's teaching and/or his commitment to his 
students' learning, please write them here: 
 
 
THE COURSE 
 
8. What did you think of the course material and its level of difficulty? Did the course help you develop 
your ability to think and to solve problems? 
 
9. What did you think of the division between homework assignments, quizzes, and exams? If there had 
been distinctly more or less emphasis on any of these components, would it have made the course more 
valuable? 
 
10. Do you feel that there are any changes that can be made to the course to help better facilitate student 
learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 
11. If you have any other comments on the course, please write them here: 
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EVALUATION:   By Question  
 
 
TEACHING:  Please comment on Professor Alvarado as a teacher. 
 
1. Did Professor Alvarado create an atmosphere that kept you engaged in the course content and 
motivated you to succeed? Please comment on your response. 

 
1. Yes, he always encourages us!  
 
2. Yes I think he did a good job at keeping me engaged, I thought that he was really good at motivating me 
to want to learn the material.  
 
3. He did. He always kept an engaging atmosphere and the use of the tablet was excellent.  
 
4. Professor Alvarado was one of the best professors I have ever had. Regardless of how his day was going 
he always brought energy to the classroom and is very enthusiastic about the material he was teaching that 
day.  
 
5. Absolutely! This course had the highest rate of attendance of any course I've been in at Amherst, and it 
was in large part because Professor Alvarado created an environment where we all felt like it would be a 
personal loss to miss an important theorem. We all had a strong sense of how much effort Professor 
Alvarado put into preparing the course for us, and that was another incentive to repay him in kind.  
 
6. Yes, and frequently discussed interesting math outside of class, and pointed me to help when I asked for 
it 

 
 
2. Did Professor Alvarado present the material in a well-organized and clear manner? Please 
comment on your response. 
 

1. Yes, everything was always clear in class.  
 
2. Yes, I think his use of his tablet is a really nice way to learn math. It keeps things really well organized 
and he is very systematic with how he teaches which is helpful.  
 
3. Yes, the use of the tablet was extremely helpful.  
 
4. Professor Alvarado did a great job of always presenting the material in a very clear manner. While i 
definitely found a lot of the material in the second half of the course extremely difficult, Professor Alvarado 
always did a great job presenting the material in class.  
 
5. The presentation, and in particular the decision to have all notes available after class online, made this a 
class where material was easy to revisit. This deepened my learning experience, as I returned to previous 
classes often when our current work was building on them. I have a sense of continuity of material that has 
improved my experience as a student in Professor Alvarado's course greatly.  
 
6. Yes; online notes was very helpful 

 
 
 
 



MATH-221-01 
Trans Theoretical Math – Spring 2019 

Ryan Alvarado 

Page 4 of 20 
 

3. Did Professor Alvarado encourage students to make comments/ask questions during lecture? 
Please comment on your response. 
 

1. Yes, he is always open to any questions in class.  
 
2. Yes, Professor Alvarado is vey encouraging to make the class participate, which is hard to do as a math 
professor.  
 
3. He always kept the students engaged in class by asking questions and keeping a light hearted 
atmosphere in class  
 
4. Yes! Professor Alvarado absolutely created an environment in class where everyone was encouraged to 
participate and ask questions during lecture  
 
5. Absolutely! There were many student questions every class, and no one was afraid to indicate that they 
needed something repeated or explained in a different way.  
 
6. Yes 

 
 
4. Was Professor Alvarado accessible outside of lectures (in-person, electronically, or both)? If you 
utilized office hours, did you find them helpful? 
 

1. Since his office hour is very available, I can get a lot of help from office hours.  
 
2. Yes, he is incredibly good at responding quickly to emails. Office hours are also super helpful as he 
makes sure everyone can attend them. In office hours, he was really helpful.  
 
3. Yes always. They were helpful.  
 
4. Yes, Professor Alvarado was accessible outside of lectures. While he did hold office hours, they always 
overlapped with his analysis class and due to the analysis material being harder than 221 material, most of 
his time and attention was spent helping them. While he was accessible, due to so many people being in 
office hours it made it tough to ask the questions that I needed help with during office hours.  
 
5. There were several resources available outside of lecture, including Professor Alvarado. For me, the 
class notes online were the most impactful outside influence on my experience in this class, but Professor 
Alvarado was also easy to reach and helpful when the notes did not clarify something for me.  
 
6. Yes, but analysis students working in groups took up most of his attention during office hours; not his 
fault, but maybe separating office hours by class would have been more effective 

 
 
5. What are some aspects of Professor Alvarado's teaching that you most enjoyed and felt were 
particularly effective for your learning in this course? 
 

1. Color-coded lecture on the online note instead of a blackboard  
 
2. I enjoyed how much energy he brought to class everyday. It kept me engaged and interested.  
 
3. He explained everything well. Gave us examples.  
 
4. He was always very upbeat and positive when it came to actually teaching the material. He also made 
sure to show examples for concepts that very difficult to understand, which was particularly useful.  
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5. The enthusiasm and preparation he brought every day helped me stay invested in the course throughout 
the semester, and the way that lectures, assignments, and exams pushed me to revisit earlier material 
helped me develop a strong understanding of the connections between different units of our course.  
 
6. Leniency policy on one of the homeworks was helpful 

 
 
6. Do you feel that there are any changes Professor Alvarado can make in his teaching to help 
better facilitate student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or 
set of changes: 
 

1. Nothing!  
 
2. I think he did a really good job this semester - I have no complaints.  
 
3. Nothing I can think of.  
 
4. There is nothing about Professor Alvarado's teaching style that I would change! He was an incredible 
professor and really seemed to care about his students  
 
5. Occasionally (I can only remember this happening once), a student would ask a question that was not 
particularly clear, and Professor Alvarado would give an answer that seemed not to get to the heart of the 
student's confusion. Asking the student to point out a particular portion of the proof might have been useful 
there.  
 
6. No 
 

 
7. If you have any other comments on Professor Alvarado's teaching and/or his commitment to his 
students' learning, please write them here: 
 

1. Professor Alvarado is the BEST math professor that I've ever had. He changed my perspective on 
theoretical math.  
 
2. I think Professor Alvarado is a really good professor and I have no complaints.  
 
3. [No Response]  
 
4. One of the best professors I have every had and one of the few professors that actually tried to get to 
know me outside the class room whenever there was an opportunity to!  
 
5. Professor Alvarado has been wonderful! I know of several people, both in my course and outside of it, 
who have decided to take a math course next semester just because Professor Alvarado is teaching it. He's 
dedicated to the success of his students, regardless of the level they enter at, and he's made each of us feel 
valued, responsible for our own success, and capable of securing it this semester.  
 
6. [No Response] 
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THE COURSE 
 
8. What did you think of the course material and its level of difficulty? Did the course help you 
develop your ability to think and to solve problems? 
 

1. The course material was very helpful for me to develop important skills before moving into higher level 
math (which requires deep, detailed proofs). I really enjoyed learning how to use various mathematical 
concepts in a very rigorous way.  
 
2. I thought the course material was good - I liked the first half as it really helped me in linear in 
understanding proofs.  
 
3. I think the course was easy to handle and was a perfect introduction into writing proofs.  
 
4. I found this course very difficult. I had never written or had any exposure to proofs before so a majority 
of the course I struggled with conceptually. Even though I feel like I really struggled with this course, I 
would like to think it did help with my ability to solve problems.  
 
5. The first month of the course was, for me, too easy, but that was in part because I'd covered all the 
material before. The jump in difficulty right before the Pigeonhole Principle was large, but I found that we 
were actually much more prepared than I had expected to acclimate to the new level of intensity. 
The course definitely improved my mathematical, and critical, reasoning abilities. I'd feel confident judging 
many proofs now, or at least understanding what information I would need to judge a proof (new 
definitions, etc.).  
 
6. Definitely, and effectively built on material as the course progressed 
 

 
9. What did you think of the division between homework assignments, quizzes, and exams? If there 
had been distinctly more or less emphasis on any of these components, would it have made the 
course more valuable? 
 

1. Homework assignments are the most valued, and I thought it very helpful. I could apply what I learned 
in class to more difficult homework questions.  
 
2. I thought they were all a good difficulty. I think that they were all about the same level of difficulty.  
 
3. A few less home works would have have been ideal.  Because of the way I work, I do not prefer the bi-
weekly homework schedule.  
 
4. It felt like everything was split up evenely. Although it felt like I was spending a bunch of time each day 
working on homework, this was mostly due to how difficult I found the material.  
 
5. We had no quizzes, and I thought the HW and exams were reasonably weighted. The most important part 
of the course was definitely participation in lectures, followed by diligent HW/theorem-definition sheet 
completion.  
 
6. It was fine 
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10. Do you feel that there are any changes that can be made to the course to help better facilitate 
student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

1. Nothing!  
 
2. I think it would help if we got back all of our homework before the midterms. Just would help with 
studying for the midterms a little.  
 
3. Nothing in particular. 
 
4. On particularly difficult assignments, maybe assign less problems so that students can completely 
understand these difficult topics. 
 
5. I'm not sure! If everyone felt like the first month or two was a little too easy, I'd find a way to move some 
more material into that section.  
 
6. No 

 
 
11. If you have any other comments on the course, please write them here: 
 

1. This course is the best math course! Everyone should take it.  
 
2. I think that Professor Alvarado did a really good job this semester, and I'm really happy I took this 
course. Excited enough where I'm taking Analysis with him next semester because I really like him as a 
professor. I feel like I got really lucky having him as a professor this semester.  
 
3. [No Response]  
 
4. Overall, while I found the material tough Professor Alvarado was an incredible professor  
 
5. Thanks for a wonderful semester, Professor Alvarado! I feel more confident and capable, both in my 
math abilities and as a person.  
 
6. [No Response] 
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EVALUATION: #1 (of 6)  
 
 
TEACHING:  Please comment on Professor Alvarado as a teacher. 
 
1. Did Professor Alvarado create an atmosphere that kept you engaged in the course content and 
motivated you to succeed? Please comment on your response. 
 

Yes, he always encourages us! 
 

 
2. Did Professor Alvarado present the material in a well-organized and clear manner? Please comment on 
your response. 
 

Yes, everything was always clear in class. 
 

 
3. Did Professor Alvarado encourage students to make comments/ask questions during lecture? Please 
comment on your response. 
 

Yes, he is always open to any questions in class. 
 

 
4. Was Professor Alvarado accessible outside of lectures (in-person, electronically, or both)? If you 
utilized office hours, did you find them helpful? 
 

Since his office hour is very available, I can get a lot of help from office hours. 
 

 
5. What are some aspects of Professor Alvarado's teaching that you most enjoyed and felt were 
particularly effective for your learning in this course? 
 

Color-coded lecture on the online note instead of a blackboard 
 

 
6. Do you feel that there are any changes Professor Alvarado can make in his teaching to help better 
facilitate student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

Nothing! 
 

 
7. If you have any other comments on Professor Alvarado's teaching and/or his commitment to his 
students' learning, please write them here: 
 

Professor Alvarado is the BEST math professor that I've ever had. He changed my perspective on 
theoretical math. 
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THE COURSE 
 
8. What did you think of the course material and its level of difficulty? Did the course help you develop 
your ability to think and to solve problems? 
 

The course material was very helpful for me to develop important skills before moving into higher 
level math (which requires deep, detailed proofs). I really enjoyed learning how to use various 
mathematical concepts in a very rigorous way. 
 

 
9. What did you think of the division between homework assignments, quizzes, and exams? If there had 
been distinctly more or less emphasis on any of these components, would it have made the course more 
valuable? 
 

Homework assignments are the most valued, and I thought it very helpful. I could apply what I 
learned in class to more difficult homework questions. 
 

 
10. Do you feel that there are any changes that can be made to the course to help better facilitate student 
learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

Nothing! 
 

 
11. If you have any other comments on the course, please write them here: 
 

This course is the best math course! Everyone should take it. 
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EVALUATION: #2 (of 6)  
 
 
TEACHING:  Please comment on Professor Alvarado as a teacher. 
 
1. Did Professor Alvarado create an atmosphere that kept you engaged in the course content and 
motivated you to succeed? Please comment on your response. 
 

Yes I think he did a good job at keeping me engaged, I thought that he was really good at 
motivating me to want to learn the material. 
 

 
2. Did Professor Alvarado present the material in a well-organized and clear manner? Please comment on 
your response. 
 

Yes, I think his use of his tablet is a really nice way to learn math. It keeps things really well 
organized and he is very systematic with how he teaches which is helpful. 
 

 
3. Did Professor Alvarado encourage students to make comments/ask questions during lecture? Please 
comment on your response. 
 

Yes, Professor Alvarado is vey encouraging to make the class participate, which is hard to do as 
a math professor. 
 

 
4. Was Professor Alvarado accessible outside of lectures (in-person, electronically, or both)? If you 
utilized office hours, did you find them helpful? 
 

Yes, he is incredibly good at responding quickly to emails. Office hours are also super helpful as 
he makes sure everyone can attend them. In office hours, he was really helpful. 
 

 
5. What are some aspects of Professor Alvarado's teaching that you most enjoyed and felt were 
particularly effective for your learning in this course? 
 

I enjoyed how much energy he brought to class everyday. It kept me engaged and interested. 
 

 
6. Do you feel that there are any changes Professor Alvarado can make in his teaching to help better 
facilitate student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

I think he did a really good job this semester - I have no complaints. 
 

 
7. If you have any other comments on Professor Alvarado's teaching and/or his commitment to his 
students' learning, please write them here: 
 

I think Professor Alvarado is a really good professor and I have no complaints. 
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THE COURSE 
 
8. What did you think of the course material and its level of difficulty? Did the course help you develop 
your ability to think and to solve problems? 
 

I thought the course material was good - I liked the first half as it really helped me in linear in 
understanding proofs. 
 

 
9. What did you think of the division between homework assignments, quizzes, and exams? If there had 
been distinctly more or less emphasis on any of these components, would it have made the course more 
valuable? 
 

I thought they were all a good difficulty. I think that they were all about the same level of 
difficulty. 
 

 
10. Do you feel that there are any changes that can be made to the course to help better facilitate student 
learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

I think it would help if we got back all of our homework before the midterms. Just would help 
with studying for the midterms a little. 
 

 
11. If you have any other comments on the course, please write them here: 
 

I think that Professor Alvarado did a really good job this semester, and I'm really happy I took 
this course. Excited enough where I'm taking Analysis with him next semester because I really 
like him as a professor. I feel like I got really lucky having him as a professor this semester. 
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EVALUATION: #3 (of 6)  
 
 
TEACHING:  Please comment on Professor Alvarado as a teacher. 
 
1. Did Professor Alvarado create an atmosphere that kept you engaged in the course content and 
motivated you to succeed? Please comment on your response. 
 

He did. He always kept an engaging atmosphere and the use of the tablet was excellent. 
 

 
2. Did Professor Alvarado present the material in a well-organized and clear manner? Please comment on 
your response. 
 

Yes, the use of the tablet was extremely helpful. 
 

 
3. Did Professor Alvarado encourage students to make comments/ask questions during lecture? Please 
comment on your response. 
 

He always kept the students engaged in class by asking questions and keeping a light hearted 
atmosphere in class 
 

 
4. Was Professor Alvarado accessible outside of lectures (in-person, electronically, or both)? If you 
utilized office hours, did you find them helpful? 
 

Yes always. They were helpful. 
 

 
5. What are some aspects of Professor Alvarado's teaching that you most enjoyed and felt were 
particularly effective for your learning in this course? 
 

He explained everything well. Gave us examples. 
 

 
6. Do you feel that there are any changes Professor Alvarado can make in his teaching to help better 
facilitate student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

Nothing I can think of. 
 

 
7. If you have any other comments on Professor Alvarado's teaching and/or his commitment to his 
students' learning, please write them here: 
 

[No Response] 
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THE COURSE 
 
8. What did you think of the course material and its level of difficulty? Did the course help you develop 
your ability to think and to solve problems? 
 

I think the course was easy to handle and was a perfect introduction into writing proofs. 
 

 
9. What did you think of the division between homework assignments, quizzes, and exams? If there had 
been distinctly more or less emphasis on any of these components, would it have made the course more 
valuable? 
 

A few less home works would have have been ideal.  Because of the way I work, I do not prefer 
the bi-weekly homework schedule. 
 

 
10. Do you feel that there are any changes that can be made to the course to help better facilitate student 
learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

Nothing in particular. 
 

 
11. If you have any other comments on the course, please write them here: 
 

[No Response] 
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EVALUATION: #4 (of 6)  
 
 
TEACHING:  Please comment on Professor Alvarado as a teacher. 
 
1. Did Professor Alvarado create an atmosphere that kept you engaged in the course content and 
motivated you to succeed? Please comment on your response. 
 

Professor Alvarado was one of the best professors I have ever had. Regardless of how his day 
was going he always brought energy to the classroom and is very enthusiastic about the material 
he was teaching that day. 
 

 
2. Did Professor Alvarado present the material in a well-organized and clear manner? Please comment on 
your response. 
 

Professor Alvarado did a great job of always presenting the material in a very clear manner. 
While i definitely found a lot of the material in the second half of the course extremely difficult, 
Professor Alvarado always did a great job presenting the material in class. 
 

 
3. Did Professor Alvarado encourage students to make comments/ask questions during lecture? Please 
comment on your response. 
 

Yes! Professor Alvarado absolutely created an environment in class where everyone was 
encouraged to participate and ask questions during lecture 
 

 
4. Was Professor Alvarado accessible outside of lectures (in-person, electronically, or both)? If you 
utilized office hours, did you find them helpful? 
 

Yes, Professor Alvarado was accessible outside of lectures. While he did hold office hours, they 
always overlapped with his analysis class and due to the analysis material being harder than 221 
material, most of his time and attention was spent helping them. While he was accessible, due to 
so many people being in office hours it made it tough to ask the questions that I needed help with 
during office hours. 
 

 
5. What are some aspects of Professor Alvarado's teaching that you most enjoyed and felt were 
particularly effective for your learning in this course? 
 

He was always very upbeat and positive when it came to actually teaching the material. He also 
made sure to show examples for concepts that very difficult to understand, which was particularly 
useful. 
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6. Do you feel that there are any changes Professor Alvarado can make in his teaching to help better 
facilitate student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

There is nothing about Professor Alvarado's teaching style that I would change! He was an 
incredible professor and really seemed to care about his students 
 

 
7. If you have any other comments on Professor Alvarado's teaching and/or his commitment to his 
students' learning, please write them here: 
 

One of the best professors I have every had and one of the few professors that actually tried to get 
to know me outside the class room whenever there was an opportunity to! 
 

 
THE COURSE 
 
8. What did you think of the course material and its level of difficulty? Did the course help you develop 
your ability to think and to solve problems? 
 

I found this course very difficult. I had never written or had any exposure to proofs before so a 
majority of the course I struggled with conceptually. Even though I feel like I really struggled 
with this course, I would like to think it did help with my ability to solve problems. 
 

 
9. What did you think of the division between homework assignments, quizzes, and exams? If there had 
been distinctly more or less emphasis on any of these components, would it have made the course more 
valuable? 
 

It felt like everything was split up evenely. Although it felt like I was spending a bunch of time 
each day working on homework, this was mostly due to how difficult I found the material. 
 

 
10. Do you feel that there are any changes that can be made to the course to help better facilitate student 
learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

On particularly difficult assignments, maybe assign less problems so that students can completely 
understand these difficult topics. 
 

 
11. If you have any other comments on the course, please write them here: 
 

Overall, while I found the material tough Professor Alvarado was an incredible professor 
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EVALUATION: #5 (of 6)  
 
 
TEACHING:  Please comment on Professor Alvarado as a teacher. 
 
1. Did Professor Alvarado create an atmosphere that kept you engaged in the course content and 
motivated you to succeed? Please comment on your response. 
 

Absolutely! This course had the highest rate of attendance of any course I've been in at Amherst, 
and it was in large part because Professor Alvarado created an environment where we all felt 
like it would be a personal loss to miss an important theorem. We all had a strong sense of how 
much effort Professor Alvarado put into preparing the course for us, and that was another 
incentive to repay him in kind. 
 

 
2. Did Professor Alvarado present the material in a well-organized and clear manner? Please comment on 
your response. 
 

The presentation, and in particular the decision to have all notes available after class online, 
made this a class where material was easy to revisit. This deepened my learning experience, as I 
returned to previous classes often when our current work was building on them. I have a sense of 
continuity of material that has improved my experience as a student in Professor Alvarado's 
course greatly. 
 

 
3. Did Professor Alvarado encourage students to make comments/ask questions during lecture? Please 
comment on your response. 
 

Absolutely! There were many student questions every class, and no one was afraid to indicate 
that they needed something repeated or explained in a different way. 
 

 
4. Was Professor Alvarado accessible outside of lectures (in-person, electronically, or both)? If you 
utilized office hours, did you find them helpful? 
 

There were several resources available outside of lecture, including Professor Alvarado. For me, 
the class notes online were the most impactful outside influence on my experience in this class, 
but Professor Alvarado was also easy to reach and helpful when the notes did not clarify 
something for me. 
 

 
5. What are some aspects of Professor Alvarado's teaching that you most enjoyed and felt were 
particularly effective for your learning in this course? 
 

The enthusiasm and preparation he brought every day helped me stay invested in the course 
throughout the semester, and the way that lectures, assignments, and exams pushed me to revisit 
earlier material helped me develop a strong understanding of the connections between different 
units of our course. 
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6. Do you feel that there are any changes Professor Alvarado can make in his teaching to help better 
facilitate student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

Occasionally (I can only remember this happening once), a student would ask a question that was 
not particularly clear, and Professor Alvarado would give an answer that seemed not to get to the 
heart of the student's confusion. Asking the student to point out a particular portion of the proof 
might have been useful there. 
 

 
7. If you have any other comments on Professor Alvarado's teaching and/or his commitment to his 
students' learning, please write them here: 
 

Professor Alvarado has been wonderful! I know of several people, both in my course and outside 
of it, who have decided to take a math course next semester just because Professor Alvarado is 
teaching it. He's dedicated to the success of his students, regardless of the level they enter at, and 
he's made each of us feel valued, responsible for our own success, and capable of securing it this 
semester. 
 

 
THE COURSE 
 
8. What did you think of the course material and its level of difficulty? Did the course help you develop 
your ability to think and to solve problems? 
 

The first month of the course was, for me, too easy, but that was in part because I'd covered all 
the material before. The jump in difficulty right before the Pigeonhole Principle was large, but I 
found that we were actually much more prepared than I had expected to acclimate to the new 
level of intensity. 
The course definitely improved my mathematical, and critical, reasoning abilities. I'd feel 
confident judging many proofs now, or at least understanding what information I would need to 
judge a proof (new definitions, etc.). 
 

 
9. What did you think of the division between homework assignments, quizzes, and exams? If there had 
been distinctly more or less emphasis on any of these components, would it have made the course more 
valuable? 
 

We had no quizzes, and I thought the HW and exams were reasonably weighted. The most 
important part of the course was definitely participation in lectures, followed by diligent 
HW/theorem-definition sheet completion. 
 

 
10. Do you feel that there are any changes that can be made to the course to help better facilitate student 
learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

I'm not sure! If everyone felt like the first month or two was a little too easy, I'd find a way to 
move some more material into that section. 
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11. If you have any other comments on the course, please write them here: 
 

Thanks for a wonderful semester, Professor Alvarado! I feel more confident and capable, both in 
my math abilities and as a person. 
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EVALUATION: #6 (of 6)  
 
 
TEACHING:  Please comment on Professor Alvarado as a teacher. 
 
1. Did Professor Alvarado create an atmosphere that kept you engaged in the course content and 
motivated you to succeed? Please comment on your response. 
 

Yes, and frequently discussed interesting math outside of class, and pointed me to help when I 
asked for it 
 

 
2. Did Professor Alvarado present the material in a well-organized and clear manner? Please comment on 
your response. 
 

Yes; online notes was very helpful 
 

 
3. Did Professor Alvarado encourage students to make comments/ask questions during lecture? Please 
comment on your response. 
 

Yes 
 

 
4. Was Professor Alvarado accessible outside of lectures (in-person, electronically, or both)? If you 
utilized office hours, did you find them helpful? 
 

Yes, but analysis students working in groups took up most of his attention during office hours; not 
his fault, but maybe separating office hours by class would have been more effective 
 

 
5. What are some aspects of Professor Alvarado's teaching that you most enjoyed and felt were 
particularly effective for your learning in this course? 
 

Leniency policy on one of the homeworks was helpful 
 

 
6. Do you feel that there are any changes Professor Alvarado can make in his teaching to help better 
facilitate student learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

No 
 

 
7. If you have any other comments on Professor Alvarado's teaching and/or his commitment to his 
students' learning, please write them here: 
 

[No Response] 
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THE COURSE 
 
8. What did you think of the course material and its level of difficulty? Did the course help you develop 
your ability to think and to solve problems? 
 

Definitely, and effectively built on material as the course progressed 
 

 
9. What did you think of the division between homework assignments, quizzes, and exams? If there had 
been distinctly more or less emphasis on any of these components, would it have made the course more 
valuable? 
 

It was fine 
 

 
10. Do you feel that there are any changes that can be made to the course to help better facilitate student 
learning? Please explain why you are suggesting this particular change or set of changes: 
 

No 
 

 
11. If you have any other comments on the course, please write them here: 
 

[No Response] 
 

 

 


